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Introduction 

The Kurds have suffered all throughout their existence as an ethnic group. They are said to be the                  

largest ethnic group with no homeland. They have no country, yet have a population of about 30 million                  

people. They are actually considered to be an indigenous group of the Mesopotamian land. Their struggle                

for peace and a homeland goes back to the 6th century where they were resistant to the Arab military                   

expansion. In order to establish the first Sunni Caliph the arabs had to fight many Kurdish feudal systems                  

and monarchs, which made the current Kurds not identify as Arabs (despite their Sunni Muslim Religion).                

Because of their ancient and rich culture, they would refuse to merge or give up their culture. In 1920 the                    

Ottoman Empire fell, which lead to the Treaty of Sèvres. This treaty was made in order to remove the                   

Ottoman Empire, as well as for turkey to renounce all power over Arab Asia and North Africa. Out of this                    

treaty the nations of Iraq, Syria, Kuwait among others were introduced. This treaty was supposed to give                 

the Kurdish people a nation but, the signatories of this treaty, decided to use the Kurdish people for                  

another purpose. On august 10th , of 1920 this treaty was signed and the kurds, instead of being given a                    

kurdish nation, were used as a buffer to establish kind of a barrier between the newly formed nations and                   

turkey which was still full of tension, and was expected to still be violent. The buffers were strategically                  

placed so that the kurds would border turkey and other nations.  

In the 1923 treaty of Lausanne, the borders of iraq syria, armenia among other nations were                

established. Among these was not Kurdistan, and again the kurds were used as buffers. The Kurds furious                 

about their denied statehood, began building their culture in the region today known as Kurdistan, which                

is a region that spreads across Armenia, Iraq, Syria, Iran, and Turkey. The kurdish groups were oppressed                 
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and would be pushed to live in the zagros mountain range.  

The Kurdish People of Iraq, Syria and Turkey all want the same thing; to have a sovereign state                  

where they can practice their culture, speak their language and be free of oppression, violence and racism.                 

With laws such as those of turkey that deny a person from stating their nationality is kurdish, and the                   

prohibition of the kurdish language, a kurd must live in oppression. Kurds in Iraq have finally found a                  

way of having an autonomous government but are being attacked by ISIS. All Kurds are fighting ISIS, yet                  

only the Turkish Kurds are being bombed, and treated as an enemy by Turkey. Syrian Kurds are also                  

extremely oppressed in Syria, and because of their large population in Aleppo are being directly affected                

by the Syrian Civil War. Each Nation has different relationships with different Kurdish groups, but most                

kurds are being oppressed in some way. This must come to an end. Peace must be established not only                   

between the Nations currently hosting the Kurds, but also between the Kurdish groups. This issue affects                

all ethnic minorities around the world, as this issue will act as an example for ethnic groups that are                   

trapped by their oppressive governments. This includes stateless ethnicities such as the Welsh, Kashmiri              

People, Tibetan People, Hong Kong people, and the Tamil People.  

Definition of Key Terms 

Kurd 

Are also referred to as the Kurdish people and are an ethnic group that inhabits the middle east.                  

They inhabit countries such as Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Armenia. They have a total population of 30-32                 

million people and have their own language (Kurdi). They claim to descend from the Medes, an ancient                 

Iranian people that date back to 612 BC.  

Kurdistan 

Also known as “Homeland of the Kurds” and “Land of the Kurds”, it is a mountain and plateau                  

region that spans Turkey, Iran, Iraq, and Syria inhabited largely by Turks. It is not a sovereign state, and                   

spans about 191,660 sq. km. 

Iraqi Kurdistan 

Officially called the Kurdistan Region, by the iraqi constitution, located north of iraq and is the                
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only autonomous region in Iraq. It is also referred to as Southern Kurdistan and governed by the KRG or                   

Kurdistan Regional Government. Its capital is known as Erbil, and it has a parliamentary democracy.  

 

 

Treaty of Sevres 

The treaty of Sevres was signed on august 10th, 1920, after World War 1. It was a pact between                   

the Allied powers and Representatives from the Ottoman Turkey. The treaty abolished the Ottoman              

Empire and obliged the Turkish nation to renounce all rights to the land over Arab Asia and Northern                  

Africa. The pact also provided an independent Armenia, an autonomous kurdistan (but was never              

established due to several controversies and oppositions to a Kurdish nation), and for many more               

objectives. It was rejected by the new Turkish nationalist regime and the treaty of sevres was replaced by                  

the treaty of Lausanne in 1923.  

Treaty of Lausanne 

This treaty was signed on July 24, 1923 after a seven-month conference in Lausanne Switzerland.               

It was the final treaty concluding World War 1, and was signed by the successors of the Ottoman Empire                   

(turkey), Britain, France, Italy, Japan, Greece, Romania, Yugoslavia and more. The treaty recognized the              

borders of modern day turkey, Syria, Iraq and many more. They did not include a Kurdish nation in this                   

division of the middle east. 

Autonomous State 

An autonomous area is defined as an area of a country that has a degree of autonomy (self                  

governance), or has freedom from an external authority. Iraqi Kurdistan has this.  

Sovereignty 

The authority of a state to govern itself or another state. Many Kurdish Peoples want this for                 

Kurdistan, and to be independent from the countries of turkey, Iran, Syria and Iraq. 

Genocide 
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The deliberate and systematic extermination of a national, racial, political, or cultural group.             

Saddam Hussein committed this crime to the Kurdish people back in the 1990’s with chemical warfare in                 

cities such as Halabja 

Stateless Ethnicities 

It is an ethnical minority to which a state has been denied or not given to. Usually the ethnicities                   

have their own culture, language, economy and religious traditions yet is part of another nation. The                

Kurdish people are an example of a stateless ethnicity.  

General Overview 

Ancient Conquests  

The Kurdish people have one of the most culture rich ethnicities in the world. They are present in                  

the Bible, Quran, and other Religious Texts as the Medes. The Kurdish People are an ethnicity that has an                   

undetermined origin, but there are several theories of where they come from. Some say they derive from                 

the Sumerian Karda group, and other also say that they simply come from the Islamic period, and the                  

Kurds were just a word in middle Persian for nomad. The Kurds throughout history have had many                 

conquerors in the area they inhabit which has stayed relatively similar (the Zagros mountains, turkey,               

Syria, Iran, and Iraq). They have had conquerors that include Alexander the Great, Muslim Arabs (7th                

century), Seljuk Turks (11th century), The Medieval Persians, and the Ottoman Turks. Because of their               

very long passed, and rich culture they have denied to merge with any of these conquerors and even by                   

oppression, they have maintained their language, traditions and their way of practicing Sunni Islamic              

religion.  

Treaty of Sevres 

The Treaty of Sevres, was a World War 1 agreement that would revolutionize relationships              

between the middle east, and the world. The treaty internationalized Istanbul and the Bosphorus, while               

giving pieces of Anatolian soil to the Greeks, French, British, Italians and surprisingly for the first time in                  

history the Kurds were to have a autonomous state part of Armenia. Within a year of signing this treaty                   

the European powers noticed that they had overestimated themselves. They were determined to resist              

foreign occupations, but ottoman officers such as Mustafa Kemal, would desperately fight the remnants of               
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foreign armies, which then lead to the Treaty of Lausanne, which would change the Kurdish attitude                

toward many of the powers and other middle eastern countries. The Kurds fought alongside Mustafa, as                

they believed that the border proposed by the European Powers were wrong, so they wanted to upend the                  

treaty.  

 

 

 

Figure 1A: Map of the Treaty of Sevres Territory Division 

(https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/TreatyOfSevres_%28corrected%29.PNG) 

Treaty of Lausanne 

The treaty of Lausanne was signed on July 24th, 1923, and was a renegotiation of the treaty of                   

Sevres, after the Turkish military campaign lead by Mustafa Kemal, who conquered various Greek              

territories, and therefore was called to a peaceful renegotiation of the treaty, they were trying to upend.                 

During this negotiation many borders were re-traced, and were based on the former lands of the Ottoman                 

Empire, such as Syria, Iraq, and Palestine. The idea of autonomy and independence of the Kurds and                 
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Armenians was completely overturned. Under the Treaty of sevres, the Armenians were to have an               

independent state, and the Kurds and autonomous state. In the treaty of Lausanne this was cancelled,                

leaving the Kurds back to square 1 without, any authority over their ethnic group. Because of this treaty,                  

many relationships were made and were broken, and have dramatically influenced our world today.  

Kurds in Turkey 

Turkey since the start has been against the idea of an independent/autonomous Kurdish state. Both in the                 

treaty of Lausanne and Serves the Turkish representatives would advocate against the establishment of              

such a state. The Kurdish people since this issue, have developed resentment toward the Turkish people                

and government. Togut Ozal was prime minister when the PKK (Kurdistan Workers Party) first attacked               

on Turkish soil, as part of a plan to seize land from Turkey and establish an independent Kurdistan                  

(1984). The United States of America were on good terms with Ozal which caused them to Condemn the                  

PKK, and send military assistance to turkey, this was due to the cold war at its height and allies being a                     

shortage. The Turkish military continued operation in pursuit of the PKK, going as far as cross border                 

operations into northern Iraq. Saddam Hussein or George H. W. Bush had no problem with this, and in                  

fact they worked together to bring down the Kurds. The leaders of the PKK Massoud Barzani, and Jalal                  

Talabani, complained but no one trusted them enough to help or intervene. In 1991, the US had a                  

dramatic shift in attitudes towards the Kurds, and therefore stopped attacking the Turkish Kurds, as the                

Kurds in Iraq were being allied with the US. Finally, under this conflict, the USA began listening to both                   

Turkey and their inhabiting Kurds. This allowed for some progress to be made. This was no use as                  

fighting soon resumed, as the Turkish government attempted to muzzle the media. The state censored               

coverage of terrorism and the government's anti terrorism activities. A prejudice developed, in which all               

Kurds were considered PKK supporters, causing violence to the innocent, and no way of asking for help.                 

“The Turkish media’s coverage of the brutal murders of the three PKK women, one of them a founding                  

member of the movement, bordered on declaring it as a national mourning day.” said Yavuz Semerci, a                 

communist at Haberturk. A lot has happened since then, as now the Justice Development Party, is                

ultimate civilian authority, yet the oppression of Kurds is still very much active, and fighting has recently                 

resumed due to the end of a ceasefire last year.. Now with the issue of ISIS, on the rise, and the PKK                      

helping fight them, it was completely shocking to find that Turkey, is bombing the PKK, declaring them                 

terrorists. Some believe they are solemnly fighting for sovereignty, yet the US, the EU and NATO all                 
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declare them terrorists due to their recent bombing of the Diyarbakir bombing.  

Kurds in Iraq 

Kurds in Iraq, revolted against the British rule, but were defeated. In 1946, Mustafa Barzani,               

formed the Kurdistan Democratic Party, also known as the KDP, and began fighting for an autonomous                

state in Iraq. The 1958 Iraqi revolution, and its new constitution gave the Kurds a recognized nationality,                 

but the self rule proposal of Barzani, was rejected by the Arab Centric government, and this led the Kurds                   

to continue fighting. The Iraqi Government in 1970 gave them a proposal for self rule, but it also                  

collapsed. In 1980 the Iraq-Iran War started, because of territorial and border disputes, which the Kurds                

took Iran’s side. This caused the Iraqi president Saddam Hussein, once the ward ended (1988), to begin                 

oppressing the Iraqi Kurds in a very violent way. He began bombing the Kurds, and using chemical                 

weapons to devastate cities such as Halabja. Iraq was defeated in the 1991 Gulf war, and Barzani’s son,                  

Massoud, led a Kurdish rebellion. The Iraqis violent response made the US, create a no-fly zone in the                  

north that allowed Kurds to enjoy their autonomous self government. The PUK and KDP tensions rose                

and an internal conflict arose, in 1994. This continued until both groups cooperated with the US, to                 

overthrow Saddam Hussein, in 2003. Since then the 2 groups have lived cooperatively.  

Kurds in Syria 

The Kurdish Groups in Syria, include the YPG, (Popular Protection Units), and are widely              

regarded as one of the most effective forces giants ISIS, and other terrorist groups. Because of this they                  

are supported by the UN, US, EU yet have a severe confrontation with Turkey. This is largely due to the                    

fact Turkish governments, believe the YPG is an extension of the PKK, which has been a long enemy of                   

the Turks. The US has pressed Turkey to stop bombing the TPG as it is helping the war on ISIS. A strong                      

ally of the YPG is the SDF (Syrian Democratic Forces) and have been steadily advancing ISIS territory.                 

Recently they have drove ISIS out of Manbij, and Jarablus. The YPG defend the PKK, as they believe                  

that the war on ISIS, has been used as an excuse to break several laws, and bomb the PKK, and YPG in                      

northern Syria. These bombings weaken the forces of the Kurds, which allow the ISIS warriors to get an                  

upper hand. The YPG although has been helping the Syrian people is still aspiring for the same goal as                   

the Iraqi and Turkish Kurds, an autonomous state. Unlike the PKK, they are making progress to their goal                  

as they, in 2012, they have declared autonomy on various Syrian cities (such as Kobane). The fact that the                   
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YPG is declaring autonomy so close to Turkish borders, increases tensions and leads to more bombings,                

the Turkish government has stated that they will continue to shell the Kurds, until they feel no threat from                   

them. Meanwhile they have made a direct enemy with Bashar al Assad, ISIS, and the rebels.  

Turkish Reform 

The Turkish Ruling Justice and Development Part or the AKP, unveiled a raft of a constitutional 

amendment, which has the aim to fundamentally changing the way Turkey will be ruled, and run. The 

proposed constitution, which is being debated in the parliament, suggests various radical ideas that 

basically remove checks and balances and allows the leader to be much more powerful. "There will only 

be strong leaderships now," Prime Minister Binali Yildirim quoted recently. The fact is that Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan, the current president is becoming extremely authoritarian, and he has backup. Due to the 

consecutive referendum wins on the reform, as well as many other advocates speaking in favor of it, those 

against it seem outnumbered. This love for a dictator like ruler does come from the founder of modern 

day Turkey, Ataturk. Who secularized the country and allowed for more western values to implement into 

Turkey, HE improved GDP as well as plummeted inflation. Before his death he told the military to keep 

Turkey secular. Which they have through various coups, but the recent one failed for the first time. The 

current president (elected in 2014), has managed to split the country in two. Conservatives, and secular 

Muslims who want different things. The military, failed the coup, thousands of journalists and advocates 

are in prison, and this referendum will only give more power to this ruler, who has sexist, racist, and very 

conservative values, that could put the Kurds in danger, as they are already being bombed without the full 

power of the president, we can only imagine what would happen with the full power. The Amendment 

includes:  

● The prime minister's office and the cabinet will be abolished  

● The president will become the head of the executive branch and will be allowed to issue 

decrees 

● The president will be allowed to retain ties to a political party 

● The presidential and parliamentary polls will take place simultaneously, every five years 

● The parliament will lose its right to interpellation 

● The president will have criminal liability  
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● The president will have broad authority over the high council of judges and prosecutor 

 

Syrian Civil War and ISIS 

The Syrian Civil War started in March 2011, as protests arose in the southern city of Deraa after                  

the arrest and torture of some teenagers who painted revolutionary slogans on a school wall. These                

protests soon turned violent as the security forces opened fire on demonstrators, killing several of them.                

These violent response of the police forces created a nationwide movement to try and demand President                

Assad’s resignation. Because of the government's response, by July, 2011 hundreds of thousands were              

protesting on the streets. By 2012, fighting had escalated to civil war, as rebel brigades were formed in                  

order to take over cities, and battle government forces. Cities such as the capital Damascus and Aleppo                 

became major fighting grounds. The fighting got worse when Shia and Sunni Muslims began fighting.               

The fighting got even worse worse when the jihadist group ISIS entered the scene. A Un commission of                  

Inquiry has evidence that all parties participants of the conflict have committed war crimes, which include                

but are not limited to torture, murder, rape and enforced disappearances. Another main war crimes using                

civilian suffering by blocking water, food and health services through sieges. Another severe issue of the                

war, is the use of chlorine gas, as well as other chemical weapons. This war has displaced and caused over                    

11 million people to leave their homes, and seek new homes. This is due to violence and shocking                  

statistics such as 70% of the population not having access to clean drinking water. This war affects the                  

Kurds, as it has been used as an excuse for their enemies to attack them, and them to attack their enemies.                     

Not only are the Kurds being bombed, but also the Syrian Kurd are conquering cities, to name under their                   

autonomous government. The ISIS group has been invading territories of Islam and Iraq, as well as                

fighting Turkish forces, and has been responsible for various attacks including those in Paris, Brussels               

and other attacks around the world. The main fighter against ISIS on the ground are Kurdish groups,                 

specifically the Iraqi Kurds. Therefore many countries such as the USA, has allied with them ,yet there                 

are still opposing forces such as Turkey, Russia and other rebel groups in Syria that attack the Kurds.  
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Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

Iraq 

Iraq is currently composed of 10-15% Kurdish people. The Iraqi people have oppressed the Kurds               

for many years, Saddam Hussein committed genocide against them, as well there has been various armed                

conflicts between the Iraqi Government and the Iraqi Kurds. The current government has given them an                

autonomous part of Iraq known as Kurdistan where they can self govern and be politically active in Iraq,                  

but there is still tension, as the Kurds did help the US invade Iraq in 2003.  

Syria 

Syria is currently also composed of 10-15% Kurdish people. The Kurdish Syrians, have been and               

still are being oppressed, harassed and mistreated by the Syrian government. Because of the civil war in                 

Syria since 2011, the Syrian Kurds have also got in the conflict. In 2012, they have declared autonomy on                   
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various Syrian cities (such as Kobane) , and are planning to continue capturing cities to be able to inhabit                   

their people and live in a self governed manner. This is said to be a Kurdish lead rebellion.  

Turkey 

Turkey out of the 3 main Kurdish hosts, has by far the largest population. They have about                 

15-20% of their people to be Kurdish. The Turkish government have not only committed various human                

rights abuses to the Kurdish People, but at first denied the existence of their culture, they went so far to                    

even condemn the practice of their language or culture. Because of this inhumane treatment the Kurdish                

Turks have had both guerrilla groups demanding independence or an autonomous state, but also peaceful               

activists demanding the same. The modern Turkish government, still oppresses the Kurdish people by              

both bombing and fighting the Kurds.  

The Turkish Kurds 

The Turkish Kurds, usually represented by the PKK, the Kurdistan Workers Party, is considered a               

terrorist group by Turkey, the EU and the US. It is more commonly known as a guerilla armed group                   

which has been formed since the 1970s. The Group prides itself on its successful defenses on Kurdish                 

lands, but due to fights with the Turkish governments over 3,000 towns have been wiped. since the fights                  

with Turkey have started there has been over 40,000 casualties. They have leftwing ideologies.  

The Syrian Kurds 

The Syrian Kurds, usually represented by the Democratic Unity Party and its armed force YPG.               

This group is aligned with the PKK. They are said to be one of the most important oppositions of Syria                    

and activists for Kurdish interests. They have established in mid 2012 the People's council of western                

Kurdistan, and signed an agreement with the KNC (Kurdish National Council) agreeing to cooperate on               

security for Kurdish areas forming YPG their armed forces to protect the people. They have taken various                 

Syrian cities to defend the Kurdish People, and take part of the Syrian rebellion.  

 

The Iraqi Kurds 

The Iraqi Kurds are represented by the KDP (Kurdistan Democratic Party), and have an              
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autonomous government called the KRG (Kurdistan regional Government), they control their territory            

and defend their people. Their part claims to: “"democratic values and social justice to form a system                 

whereby everyone in Kurdistan can live on an equal basis with great emphasis given to rights of                 

individuals and freedom of expression." they control their economic affairs, and have signed various oil               

contracts with the US and China.  

USA 

The United States of America has always favored the Kurds. After WW1 the United states               

advocated that the Kurds would have their own sovereign state. The US during the First Gulf War in                  

1990, used this war as an opportunity to establish a no-fly zone over Iraqi Kurdistan, preventing further                 

repression by Saddam. They also played a role in establishing peace between the PUK and KDP in Iraqi                  

Kurdistan, ending a civil war. The Kurds and the US work together to invade Iraq and take down Saddam                   

Hussein, as well as are cooperating today to push back ISIS troops.  

Timeline and Description of Events 

Date Description of event 

7th century  

The Kurds are conquered by the Arabs, which down the line makes them 

disassociate from that culture, and state they are not Arab. Their land is later 

occupied by Seljuk Turks, The Mongols, and later the Ottoman Empire.  

 

1920 At the end of the 1st World War, the ottoman empire, collapses, and the treaty of 

sevres, becomes a propositions of the division of the fallen empire. In this treaty 

an autonomous homeland of the Kurds, is proposed, but unfortunately this treaty 

is rejected.  

 

1923 

 

 

Turkey is recognized as an independent nation, and the Treaty of Lausanne, is 

signed, which replaces the Treaty of Sevres. This treaty is no longer proposing a 

Kurdish autonomous region, which divides the Kurdish region among Syria, Iraq, 

and Turkey.  
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1925 
 

A Kurdish uprising against the new Turkish Government is suppressed. This 
movement is known as the Sheikh Said rebellion, and it was lead by Sheikh Said, 
as well as former Ottoman soldiers known as the Hamidiye.  

1946 The Kurdish Democratic Party or the KDP, is founded by Iraqi Kurd, Mustafa 
Barzani, and is dedicated to the creation of an independent Kurdistan.  

1958 The 1958 Iraqi revolution, and its new constitution gave the Kurds a recognized 
nationality, but the self rule proposal of Barzani, was rejected by the Arab Centric 
government, and this led the Kurds to continue fighting. 

1961 The KDP revolts against the government of Abdul Karim Kassem and are 
suppressed by them. The fighting will continue for several decades.  

1970 
 

A peace agreement is reached between the Iraqi government and the Kurds, and 
they are granted some self room. This sector of Kurdish rule, is called Kurdistan.  

1974 
 

The KDP attacks Iraqi troops, after the government's refusal of the control of an 
oil rich province, known as Kirkuk. This land was originally Kurdish, but was 
taken by Iraq. The government suppresses the revolt.  

1975 
 

Jalal Talabani, leader of the KDP, leaves and founds the PUK also known as the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. The 2 groups develop a rivalry and fight for 
decades.  

1978 
 

In Turkey, Abdullah Ocalan helps create the PKK (Kurdistan Workers Party), to 
seek Kurdish independence. He assumes leadership of the left wing organization.  

1980 
 

The Iraq-Iran War started, because of territorial and border disputes, which the 
Kurds took Iran’s side. 
 

1984 
 

Under Ocalan’s direction, the PKK turn to armed conflict. Thousands of Kurds in 
the Southeast of Turkey join the cause, fuelled by nationalism and the 
dissatisfaction with Kurdish rights and living conditions.  

1988 
 

the Iraqi president Saddam Hussein, once the ward ended (1988) to begin 
oppressing the Iraqi Kurds in a very violent way. He began bombing the Kurds, 
and using chemical weapons to devastate cities such as Halabja.  

1991 
 

After the Persian Gulf War, the Iraqi Kurds rise up against the Sadamm Hussein 
regime, with backup of the United States. Iraq suppressed the rebellion, killing 
thousands of Kurds in bombing, shootings and chemical warfare. The UN does 
not come to aid the Kurds, instead establishes a no-fly zone in the north for their 
protection. Iraqi Kurds now control a 15,000 square mile autonomous region in 
Northern Iraq.  
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Turkey lifts ban on military government on the use of Kurdish language in 
unofficial settings. Kurdish language remains illegal in schools, political settings 
and TV broadcasts/media.  

1992-1993 A large scale Turkish military operation, attacks and kills many PKK members. 
They destroyed several bases in Iraq, where Kurdish safe havens had been 
allowed to develop by international forces after the Gulf War.  
 
The Turkish Government grants limited autonomy to the Kurds, but Kurdish 
political parties remain banned. Martial Law is imposed to quell uprisings. 
Thousands of government officials go to the region, to control the population.  

1994 the KDP, led by Masoud Barzani, and the PUK, led by Jalal Talabani (both from 
Iraq), begin fighting for territory in the autonomous region.  

1995 
 

35,000 Turkish groups invade the PKK bases in Iraq.  

1998 
 

The PUK leader, and the KDP leader sign a peace treaty, ending the 4 year war 
between the Iraqi Kurd factions.  

1999 Abdullah Ocalan is captured, convicted of treason and separatism and sentenced 
to death. This immediately sparks terrorist attacks both in Turkey and abroad. 
Ocalan urges his allies and followers to pursue political power rather than 
violence.  

2000 
 

The Turkish government announces Ocalan's sentence will be reviews by the 
European Court, as an attempt to become more European and enter the EU.  

2002 
 

The Iraqi regional Parliament meets for the first time in 6 years, indicating 
progress in unity and diplomatic relations, between the past war-torn factions.  

2003 
 

The Kurds Join the fight against the Saddam Hussein regime, alongside the USA, 
and the British. 4 Kurds become part of the US Governing council in Iraqi 
Divisions, and these included Barzani and Talabani.  

 

2004 Syrian Kurds riot in a football game it was a very severe violent protest. A 
double suicide bombing in Erbil, leaves 56 people dead and more than 200 
injured.  

2006 
 

Massoud Barzani, orders the Kurdish flag to be hung on government buildings, 
but Iraq’s response (primarily prime minister Nuri al-Maliki) was that: “"The 
Iraqi flag is the only flag that should be raised over any square inch of Iraq." 

2007 
 

Iran and Turkey both initiate offensives against Iraqi Kurdistan, Iran shells the 
Kurdish rebels, and turkey sends air missiles to the PKK.  
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2009 Massoud Barzani, is reelected as president of the Kurdish autonomous region.  

2011 
 

Turkey again launches air and ground attacks on the PKK in Iraqi Kurdistan,  

2012 
 

Turkish attacks continue, and Syrian refugees enter Kurdistan Regions. Oil 
exports are contested with Kurds trying to open a new pipeline.  

2013 Dozens are killed and wounded by Turkish explosions. In March, The PKK 
release captives, which were captured in 2011-2012, and were hidden in the 
mountains of northern Iraq.  
 
Abdullah Ocalan in March also declares a cease-fire and orders the Kurdish 
fighters to retreat from Turkey, into the Iraqi Kurdistan Region. This is scene as 
a breakthrough, although the ceasefire falls apart in September, the PKK claims 
that the Turkish forces were not following their end of the treaty, as well as 
refusing to negotiate.  

2015 
 

Abdullah Ocalan calls on party members to hold a congress and declare an end 
to its insurgency to the Turkish Government, yet still receive bombings and the 
fight unofficially continues, as bombing son activists and PKK group leaders 
continue.  

Brunner, Borgna. "Kurdish History Timeline." Infoplease. Sandbox Networks, n.d. Web. 6 June 2017. 

<https://www.infoplease.com/kurdish-history-timeline>. 

 

UN involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 

The UN has been very lightly involved in this issue as it has various parties which all have very                   

high tensions. A very relevant topic is how the UN and the US did in fact push for the Iraqi no fly zone                       

which was the main reason why today, there is an Iraqi autonomous Kurdistan. They have been very                 

active in advocating fighting against ISIS, as they have broken so many human rights, and international                

law. The Kurds are one of the most important pieces of the war on ISIS, therefore are favored. There has                    

been no General Assembly discussion about this topic, but countries such as the EU, NATO alliances and                 

the US, have been complaining on Turkish treatment to the Kurds, and Syria has officially called for the                  

Un to talk action.  

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

There has been very little effort to establish some peaceful relations between the Kurds and their                
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host nations. There has been several failed attempts of ceasefires and treaties but we can see a repeating                  

pattern. These nations believe they are above the stateless ethnicity, and because of their noncooperation,               

abuse of power, and unfair laws, the Kurdish people up-rise, riot, and cause disturbances which to whom                 

the government responds in a negative, violent way, which causes an escalation of violence.  

Turkey 

On the eve of 2012, a television interview upon a question of whatever the government had a                 

initiative to solve the issue. President Erdogan said that the government is conducting negotiations with               

jailed rebel leader Ocalan. Negotiations was initially called the Solution Process. there were numerous              

events that were regarded as sabotage such as the assassination of 3 PKK administrators in Paris. These                 

issues surprisingly were dealt with by incriminating those who committed the crimes. Finally, in 2013,               

there was a ceasefire called which led to the withdrawal of the PKK forces in Turkey and Northern Iraq.                   

This was the supposed end, of the 30-year conflict, but it was short lived. In 2014 Riots erupted in various                    

cities in Turkey which raised tensions between the PKK and the government. On June, 2015, the main                 

Syrian Kurdish militia YPG, and the HDP Kurdish Party, accused the Turkish government of letting ISIS                

cross its borders to attack Kobane. During Operation Martyr Yalcin, the Turks bombed the Kurds, which                

led to fighting, and a reestablishment of old ways of war.  

 

Syria 

Protests in the Kurdish inhabited areas of Syria involved in armed classes with the PYD and KNC                 

signed a cooperation agreement in 2012, that created the Kurdish Supreme Committee as the governing               

body of all Kurdish Controlled Areas. They captured Kobane, Amude and Efrin, through war, not through                

diplomatic talk, which caused there to be resentment from the government. They had to fight ISIS and                 

Syrian government forces to reach their autonomous state. This should be changed, as violence shall not                

be used as a way of reaching a nation’s goal. In 2014 the Kurds in Syria declared the cantons of Cizîrê,                     

Kobanê and Efrîn to be parts of autonomous Syrian Kurdistan, these as previously mentioned were               

captured through war, not through diplomatic or political outlets.  

Iraq 
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After the military coup by Abdul Karim Qasim in 1958, Mustafa Barzani was invited by new Iraqi                 

President Qasim, to return from exile. As part of the deal arranged between Qasim and Barzani, Gasim                 

promised to give the Kurdish regional autonomy in return Barzani would support his policies. Barzani               

soon became the head of the KDP and was granted legal status in 1960. Soon after Barzani rebelled and                   

started the first Iraqi-Kurdish war. A Ceasefire was called upon as a Kurdish autonomy agreement was                

reached March 1970 by the Iraqi government. Soon after there was another war, but this autonomy                

allowed the Kurds, to become more lenient and not rebel as much. Soon after this the governments rude,                  

and uncooperative attitude caused more uproars which lead to more violent responses.  

 

Possible Solutions 

As we can clearly see this is an extremely complex issue which has problems on not only the                  

Kurds, but also the nations in which they inhabit in. All 3 regions have severely different problems but                  

they all have the same principle. A stateless ethnicity, wants an autonomous, or independent government.               

They want their culture to be persevered, their traditions to be honored and their past not to be forgotten.                   

Because of this they have been fighting for centuries. Therefore, there are potential solutions for all of                 

them.  

For Turkish relations between the Turks and Kurds, we must take in consideration that there is                

plenty of resentment, as the ottoman empire treated the Kurds horribly, and during negotiations for a                

Kurdistan, a key advocate of it not passing, was Turkey. The PKK is considered a terrorist group, and                  

there should be some tension there. There needs to be a way where both parties lay down their arms, and                    

reach a negotiation where people from both the Turkish Side and Kurdish Side are happy. This could                 

range form an autonomous state, a political party, or laws to abolish discrimination. It is key for a peace                   

treaty to occur between the 2, as the bombings are not only affecting the Kurdish people, but also                  

refugees, other rebel groups and the battle against ISIS, which is at utmost importance.  

For the Syrian relations between the Syrians and Kurds, there must be a way of first separating the                  

Kurds from Syria. Syria is a war torn country which needs to fix its internal problems, as well as combat                    

the terrorist groups that live in their soil (ISIS). They should stop oppressing the Kurds, and use them as                   

allies to fight the terrorists, on the ground. In exchange land could be given, as well as maybe power in                    
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future politics. The Kurds once on the Side of bettering the Syrian nation, will peacefully achieve their                 

goals of an autonomous government as well as contribute to fix the internal corruption and chaos, instead                 

of add to it.  

For the Iraqi relations they should complete their example by eliminating any prejudice they have               

against the Kurdish People, through positive media coverage, positive political talks and a better              

cooperation between the Kurdish autonomous state and the Iraqi Government. Lead an example in the               

way autonomous states can function, allowing a better integration of these systems in Turkey and well as                 

Syria. Also provide better support for defeating ISIS.  

A solution is possible, and when making it, delegates you must be aware of both sides of the story,                   

as well as the fact these Kurdish Nations want freedom, and the nations want their land as well as power.                    

Consider the needs, the rights, the history and the future when deciding your resolution.  
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