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Introduction 

Ever since the start of the Syrian civil war in 2011, vast amounts of refugees have begun to flee                   

from the country. As time passed and tensions increased between Bashar Al Assad’s government and               

Syrian civilians, more refugees began to escape Syria and seek asylum elsewhere. According to the               

UNHCR, Turkey has taken in about 2.5 million refugees to this date, while in Lebanon and Jordan an                  

estimated 1 in 4 people are refugees. This unexpected increase in refugees caused countries like Lebanon                

and Jordan to have very limited resources to take care of refugees which has therefore forced refugees to                  

seek asylum in places farther away from their home and culture.  

According to BBC News, almost 300,000 refugees have been accepted and incorporated into             

societies across Europe, but nevertheless, there have been countless cases of hate crimes and xenophobic               

acts against refugees due to the discomfort groups of citizens have experienced with the cultures refugees                

bring from the middle east and other regions. This has been observed in recurring instances, mostly in                 

Germany, but also in countries like Greece, Poland, Austria, France, Spain, and several other members of                

the European Union. For example, in Germany there was a reported average of 10 hate crimes a day                  

throughout the year of 2016 against migrants according to the interior ministry, while in Spain, a recent                 

example is a cardinal in the city of Valencia being charged with attacks against refugees and minorities.                 

Hate crimes due to culture clashes in Europe have risen exponentially over the past few years, especially                 

in countries with high influx of refugees. These acts have reportedly started because of the disagreement                

of citizens with external cultures being introduced into to their nations. These claims have caused the rise                 

of the controversial question, should refugees be forced to adapt to the cultures in countries where they                 

are granted asylum? Or should they be allowed to keep their cultures and practice them in their new                  
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countries of residence? 

Apart from Syria, refugees from South Sudan have also been left no option but to flee to                 

neighboring countries like Sudan, Ethiopia, and Uganda. Another example is the crisis in the Central               

African Republic (CAR) which is one of the poorest nations in the world. People from CAR are fleeing to                   

countries like Chad, Cameroon, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Similar to the problems in               

Europe, the mass migration that occurs within Africa has led to a dramatic increase in hate crime and has                   

spurred xenophobia in many countries.  

It is extremely important to find a solution to this issue, but ensuring the comfort of all citizens is                   

a very important, yet challenging, task. It is also important to eradicate incidents of hate crimes across the                  

whole globe, as this negative speech can have physically detrimental effects. In Germany, 130 asylum               

seekers were going to be settled into a set of buildings located in Reichertshofen, but some local citizens                  

were unhappy with the decision and set the building in flames, leaving the asylum seekers homeless,                

injured, and scarred for life. This is a strong example of how the government may be in favor of helping                    

the refugees, but the acts of the citizens themselves make it hard to integrate these refugees into other                  

countries. In recent years, several advancements have been made in fighting against hate crimes and               

finding a solution for the integration of refugees into societies can help make sure these numbers don’t                 

increase.  

Definition of Key Terms 

Refugee 

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees’, “A refugee is someone who              

has been forced to flee his or her country because of persecution, war, or violence.” Refugees have the                  

right to seek asylum and once granted asylum, may not be kicked from the nation. 

Internally Displaced Person (IDP) 

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, an Internally Displaced            

Person is someone who is seeking safety, but have not left the host country. They are “on the run, at                    

home”. IDP’s are still protected by their own government. An example of an IDP is a citizen in Syria who                    

is yet to flee. Even though the government is the cause for the citizen being an IDP, the citizen still                    

remains under the government’s protection. 
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Hate Crime 

According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, a hate crime is “a traditional offense like               

murder, arson, or vandalism with an added element of bias.” Ever since the huge influx of refugees into                  

Europe from the Syrian conflict, hate crimes against refugees have increased dramatically in countries              

like Germany, Greece, and England. This has proven to have correlation with the strong disagreement               

from certain groups of people about allowing refugees to integrate into society with their own cultures. 

Xenophobia 

Xenophobia is officially known as the irrational fear or hatred of people from other countries.               

Xenophobia, similarly to hate crimes, has begun to increase, especially in countries across Europe, due to                

the major influx in refugees. Some people have become afraid of strangers from other countries and                

therefore shaped a viewpoint on whether refugees should be allowed in their home country or not. 

 

General Overview 

Since the start of the civil war in Syria in 2011, citizens in distress have left the country seeking                   

asylum. Many of them have been granted asylum as refugees in countries such as Lebanon, Turkey, and                 

Jordan, while others seek asylum in Europe by crossing the European border through Turkey. Another               

route commonly taken towards Europe is through Libya where asylum seekers travel through the seas               

towards Italy. Many of whom, drown in the process. Even though Syria is the most dominant example,                 

there are many other examples of refugee crisis around the world, some of which include the Central                 

African Republic (CAR) situation, the Iraq emergency, the Yemen emergency, and the South Sudan              

emergency, among several others. 

Due to the increase in asylum seekers in Europe, there has been a rising controversial question on                 

whether or not refugees should be granted asylum, and if they are, how their integration into society                 

should be handled. This question arose because hate crimes against refugees have severely increased over               

the past few years and this has been proven to be generally related with culture clash as well as being                    

related with the discomfort of refugees in terms of bringing their own cultures to European countries.  
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Major Roadblocks 

There are several roadblocks that refugees seeking for asylum face when integrating into a society.               

These include, but are not limited to: conservatism in countries which can lead to discrimination against                

immigrants, the difference in cultures, xenophobia, and locals feeling like their jobs are being taken away.                

Xenophobia and hate crimes are seen as a major reason why it is difficult for refugees to be integrated                   

into society.  

The most predominant example of this in recent times is Germany. Germany is one of the                

European countries that has accepted the most refugees in the last couple of years regarding the Syrian                 

emergency. Even though the German government believes it is right to accept as many refugees as                

possible, many of the right wing-citizens disagree. According to BBC Germany has had “10 hate crimes                

against immigrants per day in 2016”. They also claim that this rise in numbers in Germany is due to the                    

controversial decision made by Chancellor Angela Merkel to open up Germany’s border. This example of               

occurrences Germany is also seen in other countries across Europe like England, Greece, and Spain.               

Several Europeans also claim that immigrants are taking jobs away from them. This is a massive problem                 

in Britain especially, in which the successful Brexit campaign said that immigrants were taking away jobs                

from the British and bringing down wages for everyone. It is stated on BBC by the “EU Referendum                  

Reality Check” organization that it is not true that immigrants are taking away jobs from British, and in                  

fact it could be argued that they are creating even more jobs. 

Effect of Culture clash on refugees 

There is a lot of controversy surrounding the difficulties of adapting refugee’s with middle eastern               

cultures into European countries, especially in Germany and Sweden, which are the two European              

countries that have accepted the most refugees. These culture clashes are causing a rise in violence and                 

crimes across these two nations and others. In neither of both countries has the government taken action                 

into resolving the issue which has caused it to continue escalating. According to an article on Project                 

Syndicate, ignoring these issues is beginning to cause a huge rise in intolerance, insecurity, and instability                

which causes them to lose some of their best qualities as a country. A huge example that supports this                   

claim is the horrendous incident in Cologne, Germany on New Year’s Eve 2016 were 600 women were                 

sexually abused by immigrants for the most part. 
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Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

Syria 

Syria’s civil war started in 2011 and since then has caused millions of refugees to flee the country                  

in search for asylum. This civil war is what started the recent major influxes of refugees into neighboring                  

countries and countries in Europe. There are 13.5 million Syrians in need of assistance, but not all of them                   

are refugees seeking asylum, 6.5 million of them are in Syria.  

Germany 

Germany is the nation that agreed to take the most refugees out of all the others in the European                   

Union. A large portion of Germany’s citizens disagree with the decision by Chancellor, Angela Merkel,               

and the rest of the government to accept 800,000 or more refugees. This disagreement has caused there to                  

be a lot of hate against the cultures that refugees bring with them, leading Germany to be one of the                    

countries with the most hate crimes against refugees and a constant disagreement between its people on                

whether or not refugees should be allowed to practice their own cultures, or adapt to Germany’s.  

Greece 

Greece is directly bordering Turkey, which is one of the countries with the most refugee intake in                 

the world, as well as the Syrian refugees connection to Europe. This makes Greece look like a pathway to                   

obtaining asylum in the EU, may it be right there in Greece, or in other countries bordering it. Greece has                    

taken in countless refugees, but many opt to leave to other countries, it has around 170,000 refugees                 

living in the country.  

Italy 

Italy is another country with major refugee intake. When refugees set sail from Libya towards               

Europe, most of them land in Italy. Even though most refugees enter through Italy, similarly to Greece,                 

they choose to go to other countries with bigger refugee populations like France, Germany, or even                

England. Italy in the past year has received around 180,000 refugees, and around 170,000 the year before                 

that. This makes Italy one of the connections for refugees into Europe, very similarly to Greece and                 

Bulgaria. 
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Austria 

Austria is one of the countries in the European Union with the strictest rules regarding refugees 

being granted asylum. Austria, in the past year, has received up to 90,000 requests from refugees, and 

even though the government had formerly agreed to accept 38,000 refugees. There has been plans of 

possibly building a border around Italy, one of the largest receivers of refugees, in order to stop refugee 

influx. Austria has accepted 22,000 refugees and thanks to the loss of far right wing politician, Norbert 

Hofer, it is believed they will continue to take in and provide a home for several more refugees. This 

makes Austria, similarly to Germany, one of the countries with the highest controversy on the question if 

refugees should be allowed to be integrated with their own cultures or if they should adapt to others. 

 

Lebanon 

Lebanon has been recognized as one of the countries to take in a vast amount of refugees, due to                   

its direct border with Syria. Lebanon has taken in an estimated 1.6 million refugees and is continuing to                  

grant asylum to several more as long as it is needed. The influx of refugees into the country has caused                    

problems with Lebanon’s economy and its resources. Many international organizations have helped aid             

Lebanon with this problem as an appreciation of the number of refugees it has taken in. A great example                   

would be the the European Commission, which donated 147 million euros from 2014 to 2016. 

Turkey 

Although Turkey has statistically accepted in the most refugees, around 2.7 million, they are not               

allowing refugees to permanently settle in to their country. A lot of this can be due to not wanting to                    

stress their economy and resources, but it can also be inferred this is to do with not wanting changes in                    

their culture. Turkey is one of the country’s, similarly to the United States, which is strongly against the                  

Assad Regime and is therefore willing to take in and help refugees. 

Sweden 

Sweden, right after Germany, is the country with the second highest amount of admitted refugees.               

A big problem in Sweden is the culture clashes which can be observed recently after large amounts of                  
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refugees have settled into the country. Since the vast amount of refugees coming into Sweden are middle                 

eastern, their culture clashes severely with the Swedish culture in many different ways. Thus, this has                

caused crime rates to go up. More specifically, there has been a lot more abuse towards women, gun                  

violence, hate crimes, and an overall rise in xenophobia in the country. The government has not addressed                 

the issue and therefore as of this moment it still continues to escalate.  

United States of America 

The USA has had a big switch on their stance related to the issue of integrating refugees into                  

society. Before the 2016 election, more specifically when Trump took over on January 20th, 2017.               

Obama had made a deal on taking refugees from several countries, including Australia, but once Trump                

took over the presidency this deal was set aside and completely ignored. This caused a lot of controversy                  

around the world and strained relations between the USA and Australia. President Trump also set forth a                 

Travel Ban which explicitly threatened to stop all efforts in trying to provide asylum to refugees. This                 

Travel Ban is no longer in place but Trump is yet to provide refuge for asylum-seekers. 

Canada 

Canada is the country in the eastern hemisphere with the most admitted refugees. According to               

CBC, Canada accepted 23,285 refugees in 2014. In 2016, Canada accepted a grand total of 46,700                

refugees. From 2005-2014 Canada accepted 150,000 refugees with Colombia being the country with the              

most refugees, but since the escalation of the civil war in Syria, Canada has been working on accepting                  

more and more refugees from Syria every year. Canada has been seen to constantly be increasing the                 

number of refugees taken in every year, something which is related to their Prime Minister Justin Trudeau                 

who is known to be very left-winged. 

 

 

 

Timeline of Events 

April 2011 Syrian Refugee Crisis Begins, over 5000 refugees flee to         

Lebanon 
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July 2011  Military Officials rebel against the government, they form the         

Free Syrian Army and the civil war begins. 

September 2013 Refugee numbers continue to increase due to rise in conflict 
in Syria, there are an estimated 2 million refugees. 

January 2014 UN peace talks in Geneva fail due to the Syrian government 
refusing to cooperate. 

January 2015 Refugees begin to seek asylum in Europe in very large 
quantities through the means of the coast of Libya, travelling 
into Syria, and crossing Greece’s and Bulgaria’s border. 

June 2015 Since there was a large concentration of Refugees in Italy 
and Greece, it was agreed by the European Council to 
relocate 40,000 of them to other members of the European 
Union. 

June 2015 There was a protest by ferry workers in France, which caused 
a lot of chaos across the city of Calais. Asylum seekers used 
the situation to cross borders in an attempt to reach the UK. 
They threatened ferry workers with iron bars, but the police 
stopped them. 

August 2015 Macedonia sealed its border with Greece due to high influx 
of refugees. 

September 2015 Angela Merkel announces that Germany opens its borders to 
limitless amounts of refugees. Many are citizens unhappy 
xenophobia caused by the rise of terrorist attacks. 

November 2015 Austria and Slovenia control borders to stop refugee flow. 

December 2015 Over 1 million Refugees seeking asylum in Europe. 

January 2016 In Germany during New Year's celebrations, several thefts, 
sexual assaults, and crimes were committed and the police 
reported most of them were by asylum seekers or 
immigrants. 

January 2016 Protests in Cologne calling for Angela Merkel to resign 
because of her refugee ideologies, and allowing them to 
freely enter the country. 

March 2016 In Sweden, police warned women not to go out at night after 
series of sexual assault reports committed by immigrants. 
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April 2016 Austria began building a fence to block out refugees. 

May 2016 The EU informed its members that if they didn’t take the 
required amount of asylum seekers into their countries, they 
would be fined 250,000 Euros for each individual missing. 

November 2016 The FRA (Fundamental Rights Agency) made their study on 
immigrants in the EU public. The study showed that 

February 2017 Studies show there were 10 hate crimes per day in Germany 
throughout 2016. 

March 2017 Tensions rise between Turkey and EU nations over the 
amount of refugees being taken in. Turkey threatens to 
release 15,000 refugees per month. 

 

UN involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 

The UN has been trying to find a solution the refugee crisis problem, specifically in Europe, but                 

has yet to find a conclusion specifically related to integrating refugees into societies and the hate crimes                 

being committed, as this is a more recent problem. Some of the resolutions or treaties relevant to the issue                   

include: 

● Refugee Convention, 1951 - This resolution is extremely important in relation to the issue. It was                

created by the UNHCR after world war 2 with the sole purpose of defining a refugee and                 

describing how they should be treated when arriving to countries. Since refugees are defined as               

“those who is seeking refuge from persecution”, in theory all 142 signatories of the refugee               

convention are obligated to take in refugee and treat them with the same rights as nationals.  

 

● Protocol relating to the status of refugees, 1967 - This protocol is a follow up to the Refugee                  

Convention of 1951, it states that no longer does the 1951 Refugee Convention only relate to those                 

affected by the events before 1951 and it also states that it is no longer exclusive to Europe, it is                    

worldwide. 

 

● Resolution 51/75, 1996 - This resolution talks closely about the rights of refugees once they are                

granted asylum. It reiterates the fact that refugees should be treated with the same rights as                

nationals and they have the right to return to their home country, as well as they can’t be sent back                    
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to their country if they are at risk. 

 

● Resolution 2139, 2014 (S/RES/2139) - This resolution was created a while after the Syrian              

conflict began, when refugee numbers began to increase drastically. This is the war that has               

caused the most influx for refugees into Europe and the Middle East. The resolution calls for the                 

aid of Refugees in whatever way possible. For example, by providing medical assistance, food,              

and water. It also urges other countries to provide asylum to the asylum-seekers as neighboring               

countries like Turkey, Lebanon, and Jordan were beginning to become overwhelmed with            

refugees. 

 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

So far, many countries have accepted refugees and the number of refugees granted asylum has               

been increasing drastically. The countries which have taken in the most refugees are Turkey, Lebanon,               

and Jordan. Integration in these countries hasn’t resulted in a problem because the cultures are very                

similar to those in Syria, therefore the only problem being where to accommodate them. However, due to                 

the rise in Refugees, they have had to branch out into Europe which is where the question on integrating                   

refugees was introduced. Countries like Germany have opened their borders to the refugees, but the               

refugees keep practicing their own cultures and so a problem arises between the people and Germany.                

Although problems like these keep arising, the resolutions above have helped create a norm on how                

refugees should be treated now that there is a severe crisis at hand. 

The previous attempts at resolving this issue weren’t entirely successful, but they were very              

helpful and beneficial to the refugees escaping a country in the state of war. The 1951 convention and                  

1967 protocol help state the basic rights of refugees which was ideal in the case of any crisis, like the one                     

seen in Syria, Iraq, and other countries across the world today. It allows for refugees to be treated with the                    

equal rights to others and to have more chances to be granted asylum if the country where they come from                    

is a risk for them to be in. The resolution 51/75 is also a good attempt on integrating refugees into                    

societies while already making sure they are granted asylum by other resolutions. Resolution 2139 is a                

more recent resolution pertaining more to the Syrian Refugee crisis and it does a good job on reminding                  

countries of their duties with refugees and urging them to provide aid. There should be more solutions                 

based on how refugees will be treated once integrated, since it is addressed, but not as thoroughly as                  
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hoped. 

Possible Solutions 

Finding possible solutions for this issue might be challenging, but possible. An example of a               

possible solution includes finding a way to advertise to the civilians of countries around the world                

whether or not refugees have a direct correlation with terrorism and crime rates, how this is handled                 

depends on a country’s specific point of view on the issue. Other solutions include creating a committee                 

that oversees hate crimes and xenophobia, in order to prevent refugees from being excluded from society.                

The resolutions should also state clearly a response to whether or not refugees should either be allowed to                  

keep practicing their own cultures, adapt to those of the country they go to, or find common ground.  

Balance between accepting a refugee’s culture and imposing the host country’s culture has been              

found before. Governments have established programs where refugees must pass citizenship courses            

where topics ranging from history, to the host country language, to culture are taught. By ensuring that                 

refugees meet certain standards of culture assimilation, the governments can lower rates of xenophobia.              

Nevertheless, the ethical dilemma of imposing culture on foreigners for citizenship has deterred many              

governments from this practice.  

This is a huge controversy in countries like Germany which have an increase in hate crimes                

against refugees. Resolutions can also be based on why integrating refugees is a bad idea and where they                  

should be sent, due to the fact that any country that signed the 1951 Refugee Convention, they are                  

essentially obligated to take in refugees.  
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Appendix or Appendices 

● An excellent source to understand the problems culture clashes create in Europe: 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/europe-refugees-new-reality-for-women-by-paulin

a-neuding-2016-06 

● An exceptional source to analyze the aspects of integrations of refugees: 

https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/05/balancing-integration-and-assimilation-du

ring-the-refugee-crisis/482757/ 

● A good article to see the global impact the integration of refugees can have on the world: 

http://www.mckinsey.com/global-themes/employment-and-growth/a-road-map-for-integrating-eur

opes-refugees 

● An interesting source on the Creative Europe programme: 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/cross-sector/refugees-migration-intercultural-dia
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