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Introduction 

Each country has a constitution which enumerates the powers of the government and             

creates balance within a nation. How a nation divides its power is up to its government and is                  

outlined by the founders of the constitution. The fundamental purpose of a nation’s constitution              

is to protect its citizens from the abuse of power, national resources, and/or civil violence such as                 

murder and abuse. While constitutions can be amended, every government should adhere to the              

constitution in order to ensure the citizens’ well-being and happiness. When rulers try to bend the                

rules, amend too many clauses, or simply ignore the laws of the constitution, it deprives the                

citizens of their foundational rights as well as damages the integrity of a constitution.  

In the introduction of the United States constitution, it is stated that the constitution is               

established in order to provide security, welfare, justice, and peace for its citizens. The value a                

leader places on civilian benefit is a vital part of development. It is up to the government to                  

decide what portion of its budget is devoted to certain projects, such as infrastructure, health               

care, or educational development, and these state decisions directly impact its citizens.  

One way in which leaders are dishonest to their citizens is through corruption. In South               

Africa, President Zuma has been caught in several corruption scandals that created distrust in the               

government and led to protests. As demonstrated in the “Panama Papers” scandal, politicians can              

launder their money in order to keep their corrupt actions away from the public eye. If leaders                 

are abusing their power and thinking only of individual gain, they are not likely to enact positive                 
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change in a community because they do not benefit from such actions. As such, countries do not                 

develop, and citizens begin to trust their government less and less.  

Today, many leaders try to find loopholes or amend the constitution to benefit             

themselves. Others circumvent laws or intentionally break them, prioritizing their gain above            

their citizens’. For example, in Uganda, a legislator wished to amend the constitution in order to                

have no age limits for judges and remove term limits for electoral commissioners, paving the               

way for no term/age limits for presidents in Uganda; this caused civilian protests that were               

handled roughly by police forces. Other leaders may use superior connections and education in              

order to exploit a nation’s resources and gain political power. In the Democratic Republic of the                

Congo (DRC), there are many mineral mines that provide a huge source of income for the nation,                 

yet very little of the profit makes its way to the miners or to developmental projects; instead,                 

DRC has a low Human Development Index ranking and a huge wealth gap in which there are                 

only the well-connected rich and the working-class poor. Leaders who abuse inequality in order              

to enhance their political gain do not have the citizens’ best interest in mind. It is difficult to                  

encourage democratic practices when the ones in charge of such regulation do not directly              

benefit. Herein lies the difficulty in stopping leaders from abusing their power.  

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Inequality 

Inequality is the unequal distribution of opportunity, wealth, education access, or other            

factors that lead to an imbalance in society. As inequality increases, the rich often gain more                

power, and it becomes harder to close the gap. Thus, as leaders gain more power and inequality                 

between them and the citizens they protect increases, they often abuse their power more.              

Inequality also makes it more difficult for those at the bottom to demand change, as they have                 

less opportunity to do so.  

Sovereignty 
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Sovereignty refers to a nation’s right to govern itself and to make decisions and laws               

without the United Nations’ input. While the United Nations (UN) must respect sovereignty, it is               

difficult to solve problems when leaders do not wish to implement resolutions that are beneficial               

in the UN’s mind.  

Constitutional right 

A citizen’s right to certain freedoms as defined and protected by the constitution of the 

nation. These are the foundational rights of a nation and the citizens depend upon them to ensure 

their safety. If they are not allowed all these rights, it damages the integrity of the nation as well 

as makes it difficult to protect and ensure the citizen’s safety and well-being.  

Corruption 

Corruption is dishonest, wrong, or fraudulent activity by those in power, typically            

involving bribery or illicit transactions. Corruption causes scandal and distrust between a            

government and its people, which exacerbates an already-precarious situation. It serves to            

increase inequality as well as undermine a citizen’s constitutional rights. Basically, the usage of              

public office for private gain. 

 

General Overview 

A nation’s lack of constitutional practices has a global impact. As a society, all corners of                

the globe need to be united towards a certain goal in order to achieve it efficiently and                 

effectively. Leaders who do not cooperate in their own country often fail to do so in global                 

efforts, such as when addressing climate change summits and acting in different parts of the               

United Nations. This complex issue needs to be solved quickly, yet there are many complications               

in doing so.  

Corruption 

Corruption inherently undermines constitutional practices and diminishes the power of          
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the people. According to the Corruption Perceptions Index 2016, there is no country that is               

corruption-free. Some leaders are much less corrupt than others, but there is no perfect nation. As                

such, all members of all governments should be taking active steps to minimize corruption in               

their nation. However, because corruption benefits those in power, it is difficult to convince them               

to stop. A nation’s constitution often tries to address the power balance and limit how much a                 

leader may abuse their power, as seen in representative democracies and three-branch legal             

systems. Despite this, many leaders refuse to have elections, have fake, rigged elections, or try to                

change the constitution to allow extended term limits. For example, in Burkina Faso, President              

Blaise Compaore was elected again in 2010, having served as president since 1987. The              

opposition claimed the election was rigged, with voting cards not following the electoral law,              

along with a constitutional law stating presidents are to serve a maximum of two, five-year               

terms. On another note, when an entire government is corrupt, it is easy to convince the                

legislative branch of government to change the constitution. Yet this is not what is best for the                 

people, and it certainly does not help the nation develop, either.  

Sovereignty 

Perhaps the most complex problem in trying to collectively diminish unconstitutional           

practices is the matter of sovereignty. Each nation is entitled to its own sovereignty and thus is                 

allowed control over what happens in its country. A country’s constitution is its foundation for               

all other decisions and symbolizes its individual power and control over itself. As the United               

Nations, it is difficult to address how a country runs itself and impose upon constitutional               

decisions without infringing upon a nation’s sovereignty. Thus, this issue has not been directly              

addressed by the UN because many nations would not vote for resolutions that infringe upon               

their sovereignty and limit their power. For example, the UN employed election monitors in the               

2012 United States elections to monitor any human rights infringements, creating controversy            

with conservative groups in the United States. Though it may be in global and national interest,                

leaders often do not wish to have the United Nations “watching” their every move.  

Inequality 
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Many nations that face unconstitutional practices and lack of transparency also face gaps             

in equality, whether that be wealth, educational, class, or power inequality. As wealth gaps              

increase, the rich become more prone to corruption, while the poor face extortion and are unable                

to hold the rich and powerful accountable for their actions. This effectively gives the rich more                

power than the poor, which influences elections and governmental actions. Inequality and            

corruption lead in a vicious cycle that is difficult to break, leading to more inequality and further                 

from progress. As governmental officials abuse their power, become more corrupt, and try to              

defy the constitution of their nation, those who suffer are the poor, who were stripped of their                 

power and rights given by the constitution. Inequality often causes governmental officials to             

keep gaining while they should be addressing this issue that hinders national and global progress.  

Development 

Development is affected similarly to inequality when it comes to this issue. As inequality              

increases, development decreases, as the most highly developed nations have the least inequality,             

as shown in comparisons with the Social Progress Index and the Human Development Index.              

Also, higher development tends to lead to less corruption and more constitutional practices,             

when comparing Transparency International to the Human Development Index. Money that           

could be used for infrastructure, health care, or other civil services gets lost in the cycle of                 

corruption, undermining the citizens’ constitutional rights. Development thus suffers as leaders           

abuse their power and defy the constitution.  

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

The Supreme Court of Venezuela issued an order in March 2017 declaring that members              

of the opposition in the National Assembly would be removed, and the parliament would no               

longer be included in the process of passing legislation, becoming more of a dictatorship than a                

democracy. The current attorney general of Venezuela argued this violated Venezuela’s           
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constitution. While the current leaders neglected to respond to her comments, a former attorney              

general argued the court was justified in its decision.  

The Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Joseph Kabila is the current president of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC),              

and he, constitutionally, should not be. The DRC’s constitution only allows for two, five-year              

terms per individual president. He was constitutionally supposed to step down in December             

2016, but did not, despite encouragement from the Catholic Church and the opposition, as well               

as sanctions from Western nations. This constitutional violation was justified by his party             

because of the lack of a census for a new election. As such, the election scheduled for November                  

2016 never occurred. This situation is similar to what occurred in Burkina Faso as well as several                 

other African nations.  

Turkey 

Turkey’s government wants to consolidate executive power. The reform would include           

dissolving the office of the Prime Minister, enabling the president to declare times of crisis,               

discarding the National Assembly during times of crisis, and increasing presidential favor in the              

implementation of cabinet members, laws, and members of the highest judicial service. The             

reform also includes allowing the president to be partisan to a certain party, which previously               

was never allowed in Turkey. These reforms essentially allow the president to become head of               

state, party, and government. This is controversial because it lacks governmental balance and             

division and gives the president largely an authoritarian, dictator-like role.  

The Arab Republic of Egypt 

Egypt implemented a new constitution in 2014, with a 98% favorable vote, changing the              

2012 version after civil unrest and protests against the government. The new constitution             

addresses increasing gender equality and removed certain Islamic-centered laws that increase           

secularity. However, the media, as well as governmental leaders, only encouraged a “yes” vote to               

the constitution and harassed “no-campaigns.” It is also unclear if the wide support for the               
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constitution was because of the political turmoil and the need for a better constitution or if the                 

constitution is an actual reflection of the citizen’s true beliefs. It is definitely a step forward, but                 

some critics say it lacks full democratic values, and the value of it lies in the government’s full                  

implementation of all the rights outlined.  

Transparency International 

Transparency International is an organization devoted to studying corruption in nations           

around the globe and publishing the results for all citizens to see. Transparency International is               

fully against corruption and a government’s abuse of power; these views are at the core of the                 

organization and its purpose. It also provides articles on elections with insight as to how               

democratic a nation’s operations are.  

The Russian Federation 

Russia’s parliament has no trouble passing legislation and amending its constitution.           

While those in charge may be changing the constitution periodically in order to benefit              

themselves, they do not admit to it. Russia is legally obligated to follow the rulings of the                 

European Court on Human Rights; however, it refused to reconsider allowing prisoners to vote,              

as they claimed it violated Russia’s constitution.  

The United States of America 

With the election of Donald Trump, there have been several disputes over whether or not               

he is violating the American constitution. His business, the Trump Organization, holds several             

events for foreign state affairs, and profits from it. Liberal groups argue there is a conflict of                 

interest and a lack of transparency around his tax returns. Trump has denied any of these                

accusations and has stated that he will separate himself from his company in order to be in                 

accordance with the constitution.  

 

Timeline of Events 
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Date Description of event 

14 December 2005 
Convention Against Corruption is implemented, helping to address the issues          

with corruption linked to constitutional practices.  

26 November 2010 
President of Burkina Faso is re-elected, and will hold power for a total of 27               

years, despite a constitutional two-term limit of 5 years per term.  

January 2014 
Egypt passes a new constitution following civil unrest and heated controversy           

over past governmental actions. 

March 2014 

Investigation Car Wash is launched about Brazilian Petrobras corruption         

scandal, which created political turmoil and led to important changes in the            

government.  

12 February 2015 
Japanese Prime Minister wants to make the Japanese military more aggressive           

by changing the constitution.  

02 November 2016 

Protesters demand President Zuma of South Africa step down due to corruption            

scandals, creating a tense political atmosphere in which the citizens have little            

faith in their government.  

19 December 2016 
Democratic Republic of the Congo president fails to step down after           

constitutional 10-year term ends. 

30 March 2017 

Venezuela’s Supreme Tribunal of Justice announces that it will take over the            

duties of the opposition-controlled National Assembly, giving the president’s         

party full governmental control. 

16 April 2017 Turkey votes in favor of new constitution consolidating presidential power.  

 

 

UN involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 

This issue has yet to be addressed by the United Nations. Because it is so tricky to                 

address without infringing upon sovereignty, the United Nations as a body has to be careful in                

the way it approaches this issue. The UN in no way wishes to force countries into democracy,                 

nor does it wish to support certain governmental structures more than others. However, the UN               
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has made strides towards eradicating corruption and closing the development and inequality gaps             

in developing nations around the world. Some such actions include: 

● The United Nations Convention Against Corruption, 14 December 2005. This convention           

outlines the United Nations’ stance when battling corruption, along with key steps and             

solutions.  

● Entrepreneurship for development, 21 December 2012 (A/RES/67/202). This resolution         

suggests how to encourage development by increasing entrepreneurship.  

● Weighing Pros, Cons of Globalization, Second Committee Delegates Caution Growth in           

Global Trade, Interdependence, Could Exacerbate Inequalities, 19 October 2011         

(GA/FF/3314). This resolution discusses how globalization impacts development and         

inequality.  

● Millennium Development Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries. This           

is the UN development goal on inequality and how to resolve it.  

 

Possible Solutions 

While this is a difficult and treacherous issue, it is one that must be considered with the                 

utmost importance. One solution to this issue would be a constitutional watchdog. Similar to              

human rights watchdogs, an individual would monitor nations’ political situations and alert the             

United Nations of unjust constitutional changes. The “violations” could then be brought to the              

Security Council to decide upon what actions to take. This solution would avoid infringing upon               

sovereignty while ensuring the UN’s attention to this particular issue.  

Corruption plays a major role in this issue, so tackling it is an important part of any                 

solutions. Transparency International has an article on the “5 key ingredients” to stop corruption,              

including ending impunity, reforming financial management, encouraging transparency,        

empowering citizens, and ending money laundering. In order to achieve these, other            

non-governmental organizations could be used. Resolutions that included concise ways to           

encourage these five practices would help to tackle a large part of this issue.  
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Appendix  

Here are some useful links to use in order to develop ideas. Also, be sure to explore                 

Transparency International’s news and articles page, as well as see how your country voted on               

resolutions concerning inequality and corruption. Finally, make sure to understand your nation’s            

constitution and how trusting the citizens are of their government; do not focus solely on               

corruption or inequality for these are only parts of this complex issue.  

● www.transparency.org/whoweare This is a good source for use on how to battle 

corruption, along with several articles about why certain leaders or elections don't 

represent the value of the nation’s constitution.  

● www.un.org/press/en/2011/gaef3314.doc.htm This source discusses how globalization 

affects inequality, along with influencing government.  

● www.un.org/en/ga/67/resolutions.shtml This is a list of all UN resolutions. By searching 

for specific keywords, you can find resolutions on corruption, democratic practices, or a 

subject you believe is important to this issue.  

● www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/inequality/  This is just the link to inequality as a 
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development goal of the UN, but it discusses what inequality is and potential resolutions.  

● www.transparency.org/news/feature/how_to_stop_corruption_5_key_ingredients This is 

an article about battling corruption.  

● www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_and_inequality_how_populists_mislead_

people This discusses the rise of populism and how it affects inequality and a nation’s 

future.  

● www.anticorruptionday.org/documents/actagainstcorruption/print/materials2016/corr16_f

s_DEVELOPMENT_en_PRINT.pdf  This is an article discussing ways to stop 

corruption.  

● Please remember that while these links mostly refer to corruption and inequality, a large 

portion of the research will have to be on your country and how your country’s 

government approaches its constitution, what changes have been made, and their effect 

on the population.  
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